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the teacher and the mother thousand times more
than the father. A roan may abandon his father
but he should, under no circumstances, abandon
his mother. The wife also deserves equal respect
because our sastra^ say that a man is born in
the form of his son through his wife. As he is
born in his wi^fe, she is called his jay a. Where
women are respected, there the Gods rejoice;

any rite becomes fruitless if it is done in a place
where women are not respected; a woman is
the light of the house; she is prosperity incarnate;

so says our sdstra.

As there are good deeds to be performed, so
there are also bad deeds to be avoided. So the
s astro not only commands us to do certain duties
but also prohibits us from commiting certain
other acts. Just as the good deeds are calculated
to produce merit, so the bad deeds or prohibited
actions cause sin. Our seers were not only wise
enough to lay down certain rules of conduct but
were also prudent enough to warn us from doing-
wicked deeds. These deeds are either harmful to
ourselves or to the society. One who does not
want to lose his merit or acquire sin, should avoid
them. A Grhastha should not covet another man's
wife. No man should cause himsa or harm to
another. A man of one caste should not encroach
upon the duties of another caste, except in cases